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Literatures 
What bodies of literature or areas of research will be used? 
What are the key papers / studies? 
Will each literature play a supporting or motivating role? 

What is the relevance, significance, usefullness, or 
implications of your research for each body of literature or 
area of literature that you identified? 

How can you link your research to the key papers or studies 
that you identified from past research? 

Observations & Arguments 
What themes / issues are evident in the literatures? 
What gap(s)  /  problem(s) are evident in the literatures? 
What are the costs or risks of the gap(s) / problem(s)? 

How can you link aspects of your research to the original 
issues and themes that you identified? 
Can you link some aspects of your research to particular 
issues or themes more easily than others? Are some of the 
issues and themes not as relevant to your own research 
anymore? Are there new issues or themes in any of the 
bodies of literature that you need to try to identify to 
establish links to your research? 

Which aspects of what you completed research enable you to 
fill the original gap or problem you identified? Have you 
partially or fully addressed the gap or problem? Do you need 
to modify the original gap or problem that you identified in 
relation to your research? Do you think your research could 
possibly have revealed a new gap or problem in any of the 
areas of research you identified? 

You articulated some potential costs or risks of the original 
gap or problem? Have you been able to successfully reduce 
or remove the costs / risks? Are there additional costs or risks 
that your research might be able to reduce / remove? 

Research Questions 
What are the research questions? 
What is the value of investigating them? 
Are there any tentative hypotheses? 

What are you answers to each research question? 
How you been able to successfully or fully answer each 
question? 

You originally articulated the value of each question.  

What are the answers to the original hypotheses? 
Have your identified new of modified hypotheses based upon 
particular aspects of your research? What are you answers to 
these? 

Contributions 
What are the potential contributions of the research? 
What type(s) of contributions are you aiming to make? 
Who are the key stakeholders and what benefits will the  
research provide to them? 

Were you able to make the contributions you initially 
identified? 
Were you able to make a contribution that you did not initially 
plan or conceive of? 

Sample / Context 
What sampling methods and sample will be used? 
What aspects of the context are important? 

What was interesting, important, or insightful about the data 
you collected and / or analysed? 
What was interesting, important, or insightful about the 
context within which the research was conducted? 

Methodology / Design 
What is the overall design or methodology for the study? 
What are the key principles / objectives of the methodology? 
What are the main quality criteria? 

What did you utilise and uphold the principles of the 
methodology or design through your research? 
Were you able to achieve the objectives of the methodology 
/ design through your research? 
How did you ensure the particular quality criteria were met?

Methods 
What methods of data collection + analysis will be utilised? 
What are the key features or strengths of each method? 
How do the methods compliment each other? 

What did the methods enable you to do? 
How did using the methods help you to investigate and 
answer your research questions? 
Did you use the methods in a novel or unique way which 
might be interesting to other researchers? 

Theory 
What theoretical ideas / model / framework / concepts will be used / developed in the research? 
What role will theory play in the research?  
What type of theory is being used or developed? 

Are there any interesting or important theoretical implications airing from your thesis? 
Have you been able to test, develop, expand, apply, or criticise theory through your research? If so what does your thesis tell us about the theory? 

Problem / Phenomenon 
Does a real-world problem(s) motivate the project? 
What are the main phenomenon and specific sub-phenomena being investigated? 

How can you link different aspects of your Thesis to the phenomenon and specific-sub phenomena you identified? 
Are there new sub-phenomena or possibly even a completely new phenomenon that emerged during your research which your Thesis now focuses on?  
What aspects of your thesis can you connect or lead to greater awareness, understanding, or appreciation fo the original problem? 
Has you Thesis identified previously unknown or misunderstood aspects of the problem? 
Have you solved or develop a solution(s) to the problem? 

Assumptions / Paradigm 
Is the research based upon particular philosophical assumptions? 
Does the research operate within a specific paradigm? 

How did you uphold the assumptions or paradigm within which your research was conducted?
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